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Here we go again.

Three Democrat senators — Catherine Cortez Masto from Nevada, Amy Klobuchar from
Minnesota, and Martin Heinrich from New Mexico — fired off a letter demanding the Trump
administration “reverse course” on a beef import agreement with Argentina.

They say it'll “hurt American ranchers.” They say it's “dangerous.” They say it’ll “cripple rural
communities.”

Sound familiar?

I's the same tired script they dust off every time Trump does something that
actually helps American producers compete in the real world.

The Real Beef They Have

Let’s get this straight: the Trump administration’s move isn’t about “rewarding” Argentina. It’s
about smart trade strategy — using access to our markets as leverage to get fairer deals for us.

Under the Obama and Biden years, trade talks were giveaways. Other countries got the steak,
and American ranchers got the bone.
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Trump flipped that script — and suddenly, the same Democrats who stayed silent while foreign
meat flooded U.S. markets are clutching their pearls about “animal health” and “economic risk.”

What They’re Not Telling You
Here’s what Cortez Masto and her friends conveniently leave out:

» Argentina has already been under strict inspection rules by USDA since 2018. Every
shipment must meet our sanitary standards. No exceptions.

e Imports remain capped and heavily monitored. We're talking a sliver of U.S. beef
supply — not enough to “threaten” anyone’s ranch.

o The deal actually strengthens U.S. export leverage. By cooperating with South
American markets, we open doors for our beef abroad — especially when China and
Europe throw up trade walls.

So this isn’'t about “endangering livestock.”

I's about the left trying to score political points against Trump — even if that means misleading
ranchers and stirring up fear in rural America.

The Hypocrisy Smells Worse Than Feedlot Mud

When Biden lifted restrictions on Mexican beef in 2022 — even after food safety scares — not a
peep from Cortez Masto or Klobuchar.

Not one tweet. Not one letter.

But when Trump negotiates a fair-trade deal that could actually benefit American producers,
suddenly it's “reckless” and “dangerous.”

It's the classic double standard. Democrats don’t oppose trade — they just oppose Trump.
What It Means for Nevada

Nevada’s ranchers know what real threats look like: water shortages, skyrocketing feed costs,
and federal overregulation.

The Trump deal doesn’t change any of that.

What does hurt them? Inflation, energy costs, and endless government meddling — all courtesy
of Democrat economic “leadership.”

Nevada’s cattle producers are tough. They don’t need lectures from politicians who’ve never
set foot on a branding ground or chased a stray steer.

They need fair markets and less red tape. And that’s exactly what the Trump team’s trade
policy is designed to create — opportunity through strength, not apology.

The Common-Sense Truth
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Here’s the simple math: a smarter trade deal that keeps America competitive doesn’t hurt
ranchers — it protects them.

The real danger isn’t a few shipments of Argentine beef. It’s politicians like Cortez Masto who
use ranchers as props to take cheap political shots at Trump while ignoring the bigger issues
strangling rural America.

Maybe instead of crying “foreign beef panic,” these senators should visit Elko or Ely and talk to
actual ranch families who know the score.

They’d find out quick that the real “health threat” isn’t in the cattle pens — it's in Washington,
D.C.

Because when government meddles in the marketplace, the only thing that gets slaughtered is
common sense.

The opinions expressed by contributors are their own and do not necessatrily represent the
views of Nevada News & Views. This article was written with the assistance of Al. Please verify
information and consult additional sources as needed.
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