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Genesis needs to be
seen as ‘just’
a theological

statement devoid of
any connection to the

real world—thus
avoiding dispute with

the other faculties.
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“They’re killing the church by degrees!”
Editorial
by Don Batten

An old friend, Ken, had served as a missionary
to Aboriginal folk in Australia for many
decades. He once said to me, “You know,
they’re killing the church by degrees!”

Ken was not against academic degrees or
excellence in learning; he was a man of study
and had run a Bible college to train Aboriginal
pastors. But it was the yearning in seminaries
for respect from secular academia that
concerned him.

Seminaries too
often want to be
seen as the
theological wing
of academia. To
progress this, they
defer to the other areas of study as totally legitimate. This includes
thoroughly anti-Christian ideas of origins, the meaning of life, history, law,
psychology, etc. Avoiding conflict with these means limiting their

‘theology’ to a very narrow, shrinking field of knowledge.

Because the clearly historical account in Genesis does conflict with secular conclusions, one will hear,
‘Oh, you don’t understand the genre of the literature.’ Genesis needs to be seen as ‘just’ a theological
statement devoid of any connection to the real world—thus avoiding dispute with the other faculties.
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He greatly regretted
the lost years and

the people whom he
had harmed. But now
he was making up for

lost time.

Competition for students creates commercial pressure to seek secular approval for the degrees they
award (accreditation). This tempts them into theological compromise. They will spend a lot of time
voicing doubt on the reliability of the Bible, treating it as just another piece of ancient literature, rather
than respecting it as the holy Word of God (‘What is God saying to us?’—see Matthew 22:31). Thus,
students too often graduate with little confidence and zeal for God’s Word.

The Academy, a Medieval Christian invention, now has a thoroughly anti-Christian worldview. It has no
room for God. You can’t marry your theology to this without doing serious damage!

Indeed, I spoke at a church in the UK where the pastor shared with me
how he had lost his way. He had imbibed the works of the academic
theologians. He no longer knew what he believed and intended to resign.
Then he heard a presentation on biblical creation. The penny dropped as
to what had destroyed his faith. He changed direction (repented ), and got
on board with biblically faithful teaching, especially about origins. This
restored his confidence, and he resumed ministry with renewed zeal for
the Lord and His Word. And so, he had invited me to speak at his church.
He greatly regretted the lost years and the people whom he had harmed. But now he was making up
for lost time.

We need to see this repeated in other churches that are in the wilderness. But we desperately need to
see such repentance in the Bible colleges too.

This issue of Creation magazine furthers the work of restoring the foundations of our faith. You will find
lots of faith-building material. Dr Boris Fung, specialist surgeon, shares his journey from unbelief to a
strong faith in Christ (p. 40).

We deal with various icons of evolution, such as how key differences make evolution of dinos-to-birds
impossible (p. 14). We also see how the variety in living things fits much better with biblical creation—
yes, natural selection operates, but it’s not evolution (p. 36).

We cover challenges to the biblical account of the Flood, such as claimed fossil termite nests, which
good research shows are not (p. 48). We present evidence for the Flood, such as rapid formation of
fossils (pp. 25, 26).

Amazing examples of design testify that we have an all-powerful, stupendously creative Creator (pp. 12,
28). The design of a phenomenally complex enzyme that is necessary for all life shows that life must
have been created (p. 22). And more!

Children will be encouraged with their special section (Creation for Kids, p. 32) on the origin of different
languages and racial features. But they will also look at the other beautifully illustrated articles!

Enjoy this issue and share with others!
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References and notes

1. In the New Testament, repentance (Gk metanoia) = change of mind. Return to text.
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