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NEWS WITH A HIGHER

Thursday, Jan. 2
Good morning! And | hope you had a safe, healthy and happy New Year!

We are just weeks away from President Donald J. Trump re-entering the
White House and less than two weeks away from the lowa Legislature
opening its 2025 session.

There is a lot of buzz about what is set to happen in Washington D.C.
over the next couple of weeks. Obviously there is a lot of anticipation over
who will be the Speaker of the House.

While President Donald J. Trump has endorsed Speaker Mike Johnson to
continue in the role, many of his closest allies are on record saying
Johnson simply isn’t fit for the job.
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When Johnson took over for Kevin McCarthy, he did so as a relatively
untested, unproven leader. His voting record was fine. His rhetoric was
fine. Everything about him was fine.

But his tenure as Speaker has been bumpy at best. And here is the thing,
it isn’t entirely his fault. He had a slim majority, which resulted in relying
on Democrat votes to get many consequential things done.

Much of what he has done as Speaker has upset conservatives. But |
believe two things can be true at the same time —

First, Johnson has been disappointing as Speaker. Second, it’s hard to
envision anyone else having any better luck.

There is a lengthy list of votes that Johnson allowed where he had more
Democrat support than Republican support. But again, his Republican
majority is thin. And if we’re honest, | mean, look at the delegation from
lowa — moderate, moderate, moderate, liberal.

Now, one of those moderates — Zach Nunn — has reason to be
moderate: his district. However, we have a liberal representative in Rep.
Mariannette Miller-Meeks who nearly lost a district that Trump won by
more than eight points because of her liberalism.

You know, it’s ironic that every time a conservative underperforms in a
district, we’re lectured about electing the “most conservative Republican
who can win.” Yet when a liberal Republican like Miller-Meeks nearly
blows a U.S. House seat because she is so liberal, crickets from those
same folks.

Here is the thing about the Speaker of the House position — it can
literally be anyone. It does not have to be a person elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives. And maybe that’s what the “system” needs —
an outsider who can shake it up and not put politics ahead of policy.

We can hope for that to happen, but if we’re being honest, we know it isn’t
going to.

So, what am | suggesting? Well, Republicans have control of the White
House, control of the U.S. House and control of the U.S. Senate. There
isn’t a whole lot more we can do to give them a reason to push
conservatism at the federal level. And while we should definitely pay
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attention to what they do at the national level, we should wake up to the
realization they should be doing a lot less — and our focus should be
much more on the state level.

If we’re looking to Washington D.C. for solutions, well, | hope we like the
view because solutions from D.C. will be few and far between. Yes, even
with Republicans in charge.

I’'m not overly optimistic about Republicans at the national level doing
what needs to be done. Again, look at the four in the U.S. House from
lowa.

But here in lowa, we have sizable majorities in the lowa House and the
lowa Senate. We also obviously have a Republican governor. And it has
been this way for eight years. That means ANYTHING you want to see
done at the state level that HASN'T happened yet has been stopped not
by Democrats, but by Republicans.

And there is a lot to get done yet! A lot.

| want you all to really consider coming to the Capitol for a day this
legislative session — especially if you typically do not or never have. You
are welcome to tag along with me to get a feel for how things work. I'm
willing to help you understand the process and explain what is happening.

| think there’s a reason the “mainstream media” focuses so much on
national politics — it's because you have the smallest voice at that level.
You really can’t impact much, if anything, at the national level. But here at
the state level, well you have more of a chance. That voice gets louder
the closer you get to home — county, city, school board, etc.

Yet few of us actually use that voice because we’re so caught up in what’s
happening in Washington D.C. Why is the federal government so bloated
and big? I'd argue because our focus on it is so bloated and big.

We’'ll keep an eye on Washington. And we should. But that shouldn’t
preclude us from having a presence in our statehouse. | hope you can
make it there this session! Good things should be happening!
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The Right to Trial by Jury is a Boundary

Top Stories:

FBI identifies Shamsud-Din Jabbar as New Orleans
attacker

Shapiro shares optimistic message promoting free
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Paxton Sues NCAA To Protect Women’s Sports and
Prevent Biological Men from Deceptively Competing_in
Sex-Specific Competitions

Lawmakers Add $380 Billion to the Debt in the Final
Hours of 2024

Biden For Commuting Killer’s Death Sentence’

Biden announces nearly $2.5 billion in security
assistance for Ukraine

Meme of the Day
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White House Insists Jimmy Carter Is
Still Sharp And Focused Behind Closed
Doors

National News:

Court Stops HHS Attempt To Advance Abortion and
Medical Mutilation

Senators Push Constitutional Amendment for
Supreme Court Term Limits
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Elected officials in sanctuary jurisdictions across US
put on notice and warns of legal consequences for
violating federal immigration laws

Sixteen Suspected Tren de Aragua Members Arrested

Biden Admin Singled Out ‘Pro-Life, Pro-Family’
Americans as Terrorists, 17,000-Page Report Explains

Bible Removed from Texas School District under
‘Sexually Explicit’ Content Law

Migrants

Bible-Reading_Christians Give the Most to Charity,
Non-Christians ‘Give the Least’: Study
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Opinion:

LETTER: The New Battle for Rural America — Standing

SCHWEPPE: Trump’s Team Should Keep Up The
Pressure on Monopolies

State News:
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SEN. SALMON: Looking Ahead to the 2025 Session
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