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“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12 KJV).

How can we have an inescapable testimony?

Just before His arrest, trial, and crucifixion, the Lord Jesus issued these words to His Little
Flock (especially His Apostles): “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of
the world, but | have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember
the word that | said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep
yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know
not him that sent me. If | had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now
they have no cloak for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If | had not done
among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they
both seen and hated both me and my Father. But this cometh to pass, that the word might be
fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause” (John 15:18-25).

Pay special attention to verse 22: “If | had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had
sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin.” It is not that, unless Jesus had conducted His
earthly ministry with them, apostate Israel would have been sinless. Rather, He visited them
to render them “without excuse” (cf. Romans 1:20), allowing them to be guilty of rejecting
Him when given the opportunity to believe on Him (John 3:16-21; John 9:39-41; John 12:37-
50). “They have no cloke for their sin” is another way of saying they had no covering or
excuse to continue living in sin, because the Son of God and the Spokesman of the
Godhead had preached to them for three years—and they ignored Him....
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