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Christ’s Creativity in Canyon Critters

rand Canyon animals display many
marvelous traits and behaviors as they
live life in that harsh habitat. These
canyon creatures succeed thanks to
the Lord Jesus Christs providential provi-
sioning and not due to impersonal “luck”

Turkey Vultures

Its not by good luck that turkey vul-
tures can find rotten carrion, gobble it down,
and not die of food poisoning. Vultures have
powerful senses of sight and smell; they detect
dead animals from afar. Equipped by God for
scavenging in this fallen world, they serve as
garbage collectors/processors, picking apart
and eating roadkill and other carcasses.

Why don't they get sick or die of botu-
lism? The acidity of vultures’ digestive tracts
is astounding. The digestive juices in their
stomachs can reach a pH between 1.5 and
1.0, more corrosive than car battery acid and
caustic enough to instantly denature to death
almost any bacterial or viral pathogen!* If the
vultures’ Creator had not constructed their
stomachs with such germ-destroying acid-
ity, the vultures themselves would quickly
become dead meat.

Horned Lizards

If these lizards’ camouflage fails to de-
fend them against predators, they can flee.
But there’s more—many horned lizards (aka
“horny toads”) can aim and squirt a stream
of blood from the corners of their eyes! By
constraining blood flow to build up blood
pressure, blood vessels near the lizards™ eye-
lids rupture, producing a target-directed
squirt of blood. Felines (such as bobcats or
cougars) and canines (such as coyotes or
foxes) hate the taste of lizard eye blood.?

Of course, it's not by evolutionary ac-
cident that horned lizards have this ability to
squirt blood up to five feet from their eyes
to repel approaching predators. This bi-
zarre defense—called ocular-sinus blood-
squirting—is not something that lizards

article highlights

® Christ Jesus designed desert animals
with specific abilities to thrive in
even the most severe environments.

® Vultures'digestive systems are built
to handle dead flesh, horny toads
can squirt blood out of their eyes as
a defensive measure, and roadrun-
ners know exactly where to strike
to kill venomous rattlesnakes.

® Everywhere we look we find
creatures with incredible
built-in abilities.
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Greater roadrunner fighting a diamond-
back rattlesnake

luckily evolved “as needed” by trial-and-
error as hungry predators lunged at them in
the canyon!

Roadrunners

Likewise, roadrunners did not luckily
learn by hit-or-miss guessing how to speed-
ily bite a rattlesnake next to its venomous
fangs to prevent a striking rattler from suc-
cessfully biting them.

Amazingly, God has designed the road-
runner so it can speedily aim at the face
and fangs of a striking rattler, using its
pointed bill to bite and clamp onto the
rattler’s open mouth between or behind
the upper fangs, lock-biting the snake
in a death grip. Then the bird repeatedly
thrashes and crushes the serpent’s head
against rocks, killing it.’

Consider joining one of ICR's upcom-
ing Grand Canyon Adventures to ob-

serve God's wonders there for yourself!
See page 8 for more information.

Rabbits, Wasps, Squirrels, and Rats

As noted in previous Acts ¢ Facts ar-
ticles, other canyon critters exhibit Christ’s
creative and caring providences, such as

black-tailed jackrabbits (whose huge ears

radiate excess body heat),’ tarantula hawk

wasps (who inject their young into the

flesh of tarantula spiders),* tassel-eared
squirrels (who mutualistically help their
neighborhood’s ponderosa pine and truffle
fungi),* kangaroo rats (who don't need to
drink water due to their water-conserving
physiology),’ and more.

Grand Canyons diverse denizens con-
tinuously track environmental conditions
and then self-adjust their traits and behav-
iors for purposeful results.” Canyon critters
survive because of precisely targeted solu-
tions to habitat challenges.

Truly, Grand Canyon houses a com-
munity of amazing animals. Those animals
display Christ’s bioengineering genius in
design details and demonstrate the Creator’s
providential provision for wildlife living in
Grand Canyon.
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