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Queensland Introduces ‘Code of
Conduct’ for Renewable Energy
Social Licence

$20 million of taxpayer funds will be allocated towards the initiative.
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Two wind turbines are seen in Albany, Western Australia, on April 5, 2024. (Susan Mortimer/The Epoch Times)
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The Queensland Labor government will establish a renewable energy
“code of conduct” for developers amid the state’s net zero push.

The government, which is facing an election in 2024, introduced
legislation into parliament to cut climate change emissions by 75
percent in February.

In the latest development, the government will set up a mandatory
renewables code of conduct. The Miles government is touting that the
code will set a new standard for social licences in the community.

A social licence refers to the amount of approval and acceptance in the
community for a renewable energy project to go ahead.

A $20 million (US$12.9 million) taxpayer funded investment will be
injected into the venture, which the government slates will “ensure
communities can engage in, and share the benefits of the transition.”

The code will be designed together with stakeholders to enable
renewable energy developers to engage with landholders and
communities when they are developing new projects.

The government says the development of a code of conduct was in
response to feedback from the community on the Energy
Transformation Bill.

“The code is intended to focus on demonstrating tangible benefits for
communities, including improvements to infrastructure, jobs, local
economy, the environment and social fabric,” the government said.

“In developing the code, the Miles government will consider the
findings of the Commonwealth’s Independent Community
Engagement Review. It will be co-designed collaboratively with the
energy, environment, and agriculture sectors.”

The Labor government said local councils, elders, and the community
will play an important role ensuring the renewable transition “reflects
best practice” and assists regional communities.



On Feb. 14, the Miles government introduced the Clean Economy Jobs
Bill 2024 to the Parliament (pdf). The bill implements emissions
targets of 75 percent below 2005 levels by 2035, and 30 percent below
2005 levels by 2030.

Minister for Energy and Clean Economy Jobs Mick De Brenni said he
expects this “nation-leading code” will put communities at the
forefront of the energy transition.

“We already have stringent environmental assessments and approvals
that must occur before any renewable energy project can get up and
running. This code could help ensure social licence is at the forefront
of these projects progressing,” he said.

“I expect that this nation-leading code will put communities firmly at
the forefront of the energy transition, because they should have a
genuine seat at the table when it comes to decisions in their local area.

“And, the message from the Australian Energy Infrastructure
Commissioner in the independent Community Engagement Review is
clear: communities must have a genuine seat at the table.”

Queensland Farmers Federation (QFF) CEO Jo Sheppard said there is
no transition without successful engagement with regional and rural
Queensland.

“QFF welcomes the code of conduct and the Local Energy Partnerships
Initiative which are both important steps in setting standards for
energy developer’s social licence requirements and supporting the
priorities of regional communities,” she said.

In 2023, farmers and landowners held a “rally against reckless
renewables protest” to voice opposition to large-scale renewable
projects in the state.

About 95 percent of infrastructure investment as part of the
renewable push will be in regional areas of Queensland.
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